
 

Dear Grace Family, 

As we celebrated Reformation Day, I stressed that our identity 
as Lutherans is not based on our ethnicity but on our 
confession. We join Martin Luther and make the bold 
confession that our "consciences are held captive to the Word 
of God." Traditions can sometimes be helpful, but they do not 
carry the inspiration, authority, or power of God's Word. Thus, 
our confessions note: 

"We believe, teach, and confess that the only rule and norm according to which 
all teachings, together with all teachers, should be evaluated and judged [2 Tim 
3:15-17] are the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament alone." (Formula of Concord, Epitome, 1) 

The sixteenth-century Reformation sought to recover the biblical Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. It was marked by a focused attempt to understand and proclaim the key 
doctrines of the Bible. Just as the medieval church obscured God's Word and 
work by inventing new doctrines and practices that lacked any biblical warrant, 
today's Christians are just as likely to turn to other sources - marketing principles, 
psychology, pop culture, and politics - not merely to inform but to determine the 
content and methods of preaching, worship, outreach, and discipleship.  

Sometime after the reformation, a Latin phrase developed that is helpful for our 
purposes today. Ecclesia reformata, semper reformanda. In English, “the church 
reformed, always being reformed.” Until our Lord returns, we must return again 
and again to the living waters of Christ Jesus found in His Word and Sacraments, 
lest we too add or take away from His Word. 

Speaking of the Lord's Word, I will be returning to the one-year historic 
lectionary for our readings and preaching beginning in Advent at the end of this 
month. In case you don't know, a "lectionary" is a collection of readings from 
Sacred Scripture. Readings are arranged according to the Church’s calendar and 
are intended to be read at the regular, weekly gathering of God’s people. While 
the lectionary is not divinely inspired, the church inherited this system from the 
synagogue. There have been several lectionary systems used throughout the 
church's life, but the historic lectionary has proven its merit for well over 1500 
years, and I felt the change would benefit us all.   

Very appropriately, the last few Sundays of the church year remind us that one 
day this world will come to an end, and Christ will fulfill His promise to return and 
“judge the living and the dead.” We are to be ready for His return and prepare 
ourselves by diligent use of the Means of Grace. Nor is the Last Judgment 
something we need to fear. The Church is not a society trying to create heaven 
on earth. We are the Bride waiting for her Bridegroom, who will take us from the 
troubles and anxieties of this earth to our place prepared in heaven. Thus, we 
pray, "Thy Kingdom come." 

Prayerfully Yours, 

 

Pastor Thomas 

November 2022  Volume 9, Issue 8 

What’s Inside 
 

St. Andrew                             Pg. 2 

Biblical Vocabulary             Pg. 3 

Stewardship                           Pg. 4 

Pro-Life Advocate                Pg. 5 

Faces of Grace                 Pg. 6 - 7           

Prayers, Birthdays 

And Events                             pg. 8 



PAGE 2 Salute the Saints      

The church remembers and celebrates the life and ministry of St. Andrew, Apostle of our Lord on November 
30. St. Andrew's Day determines the beginning of Advent, for the first Sunday in Advent falls on the Sunday 
nearest to his festival. 

A Galilean by birth, born in Bethsaida, Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptizer, who heard him announce 
Jesus as “the Lamb of God” (John 1:36). He left John to follow Jesus. Mark 1:29 later places Andrew’s home in 
Capernaum where he and his brother, Simon Peter, shared a fishing partnership with James and John. “We 
have found the Messiah!” is the excited proclamation of St. Andrew (John 1:40-41). It is Andrew that brings 
Peter to Jesus, who tells them that they will be “fishers of men” (Matthew 4:18-19). Thus, Andrew is often 
referred to as the first "home missionary," stressing the importance of sharing Christ with those you are 
closest to. The brothers response demonstrates their faith – they left all and followed Him. 

Following the order of John 1:40-41, Andrew is held to have been the first Apostle called by the Lord.  

Andrew appears in all four of the Apostolic Lists in Scripture, finding a place of prominence among the first 
four names. After being named in the Apostolic List in Acts 1:13, Scripture is silent on Andrew.  The tradition of 
the Church is that after the Resurrection Andrew preached in Asia minor, then in Sythia, Byzantium, and finally 
in Greece. Church history records his death by crucifixion on a saltire (an “X” shaped) cross on November 30, 
AD 60, during the Neronian persecution of the Church. He is counted as the Patron Saint of Scotland, which 
features a saltire cross on their national flag. 

 

Collect for Saint Andrew's Day: 

Almighty God, by Your grace the apostle Andrew obeyed the call of Your Son to be a disciple. Grant to us also 
to follow the same Lord Jesus Christ in heart and life, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

The Lutheran tradition does not believe in praying to or invoking the saints, for we have no promise in Scripture that 
they hear us or can aid us. Instead, the Lutheran Confessions affirm three ways that we are to honor the saints of 
God that have come before us: (1) Thanksgiving to God as they provide examples of His mercy; (2) They strengthen 
our faith in God. Just as we see God's grace and forgiveness poured out upon them, so too we are to believe that 
God will be gracious and forgive us our sins; and (3) They serve as models of faith and virtue to be 
imitated according to our vocations in life. This year we will "salute the saints" in each issue of our newsletter as I 
provide a little background on a particular saint that is remembered for the month at hand.  
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Biblical Vocabulary: Saint | sānt | 
The first Sunday of November we observe the feast of "All Saints." What makes a “saint?”  

Rome says:  

1. Two verifiable postmortem (after death) miracles and;  

2. One of the following:  

 Evidence of having led an exemplary life … worthy of imitation,  

 having died a heroic death (martyrdom), or having undergone a major conversion of heart where a previous 
immoral life is abandoned and replaced by one of outstanding holiness.  

Sidewalk survey says: “the mother who patiently birthed, nourished, and nurtured nine children” or “the 85 year-old 
woman whose never smoked a cigarette, never tasted alcohol and has prayed 3 times a day since she was 12 years 
old.” You could no doubt come up with many other examples, too.  

The first avenue is formal. The second is more subjective. Both, however, lean on the virtuous life (and afterlife) of the 
person. But the Scriptural use of “saint” takes a wholly different route. 

 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints… (Romans 1:7) 

 To those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints… (1 Corinthians 1:2) 

 To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi… (Philippians 1:1)  

Saint is a passive – a gifted – status, born out of the love of God as the person is called and sanctified in Christ Jesus. 
This means the patient, baptized mother of nine and the penitent and absolved mother who had an abortion are both 
properly called “saint.” The “exemplary, worthy-of-imitation life” of this man or that woman never a saint has made. 
But the selfless living and the sacrificial dying of The Man, Christ Jesus, gifted by the Gospel to the sinner and received 
by faith…THAT is saint status for our living and our dying! To all you who are in Christ Jesus, beloved of God, called to 
be saints…  
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Stewardship:  
What Makes for a Cheerful Giver? 

October 2022 Actual Offerings  $ 18,115 
October Budget   $ 22,283 
Shortfall    $  4,168 

YTD 2022 Actual Offerings $ 188,605 
Annual Budget   $ 273,000 
Still needed   $   84,395 

St. Paul wrote to the Church of Christ in Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7). God loves a cheerful giver. But who is a cheerful giver? 

Abel was. By faith, he gave the firstborn of his flock, and it was acceptable in God’s sight. Abraham was. By faith, he 
prepared cakes and a tender choice calf for God and entertained angels unaware. So also were David and Solomon. By 
faith, David would not make a sacrifice to God that cost him nothing, so he paid Araunah his due. By faith, Solomon 
built a house for God, where his name would dwell and thereby where He would dwell to be Israel’s God and they His 
people. 

What more shall we say? For time would fail us to tell of all those who gave not simply for the joy of giving but for the 
joy of knowing the One to whom they gave. 

So also our Lord, who for the joy set before Him, gave everything – yes, even His life – enduring the cross and scorning 
its shame. He gave to the shedding of His blood, willingly and resolutely setting His face toward Jerusalem to die for 
the life of the world. Though He was rich in every way, He became poor, so that by His poverty, we might be rich 
beyond measure. 

So then, let us like Abel and Abraham, like David and Solomon, and even like our Lord Jesus Christ, give cheerfully to 
God for the work of His kingdom in our midst. Like them, let us decide in our hearts for the joy set before us. It’s the 
joy of knowing the One to whom we give is the One who gives us all good things.               – LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

GivingTuesday is a global generosity movement unleashing the power of radical generosity. It was created a decade 
ago as a simple idea - a day that encourages people to do good. Since then, it has grown into a year-round global 
movement that inspires hundreds of millions of people to give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity. If you would like 
to give something extra to Grace Lutheran on Tuesday, November 29th, you can do so online at: 

https://gracesandiego.churchcenter.com/giving.  

Here We Stand (Financially) 

https://gracesandiego.churchcenter.com/giving


CAPS Scavenger Hunt Challenge – Anyone Can Play! 

Last year, Grace Lutheran raised nearly $800 for College Area Pregnancy Services, CAPS. It 
came mostly in the form of loose change -- a few pennies here, a couple quarters there. 
We have about two months left in 2022 to top that, so I’m going to challenge you to join 
the CAPS Scavenger Hunt. You don’t even have to leave your house. Here’s where to look: 

 That purse you haven’t used since last spring  
 Under every chair and sofa cushion in your living room 
 Your kitchen junk drawer 
 The tray on top of your dresser 
 Your home office desk drawers 
 The pockets of clothes you only wear a couple times a year 
 The pockets of the clothes you wear on Sunday 
 The glove boxes and coffee holders in your cars. Check under the seats and floor mats, too 
 The shelf or table next to your washer and dryer 
 The gym bag in the trunk of your car  

I bet every one of us including the kids can dig up least a dollar we didn’t know we had and won’t miss if we donate it.  

Found It? Put It Here. 

In the corner of our lobby, on the way to the courtyard, across from Gretchen’s office, 
there’s a table with a bulletin board above it that says “CAPS CORNER.” Sitting on that 
table is a big baby bottle. Dump your found coins in there. You can also take one of the 
little baby bottles home with you and return it full.  

What Happens to Your Donation?   

CAPS provides: 

 Pregnancy options and support 
 Ultrasound and pregnancy verification 
 Nurse consultation 
 Abortion education and information but never referrals or abortifacient drugs 
 Resources and support for women who have had abortions 
 Adoption referral 
 Neonatal support that includes essential supplies for newborns 
 Training for volunteers 
 Educational events  

There are four CAPS clinics in San Diego: SDSU area, downtown/Banker’s Hill, Pacific Beach, and Kearney Mesa. CAPS 
depends entirely on donations and does not any accept government funding. Thank you for your support. It saves 
lives. 
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Children were invited 
to view an 
ultrasound, learn 
about fetal 
development and 
tour our new 
downtown CAPS 
facility with their 
parents at a recent 
CAPS for Kids event. 
Grace’s Guy Martin 
and his mom, 
Theresa, a CAPS 
volunteer attended 
the event. 
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Prayers 

 Your weekly envelopes or those provided in the pews 
 Online from your bank website 
 Scan the QR code at right 
 Text the amount to 84321 
 On the Grace Giving Page at grace sandiego.com 

 AmazonSmile is a simple way every time you shop  

11- Spencer Huntley 
18- Gloria Himmelberger 
21- Christy Van Dyke 
30- Claire Latham 
30- Harold Nichols 
30- Nick Russert 
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