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Dear Grace Family, 

Spring is an odd season. Some days feel cold and dark, 
while others feel like summer has arrived early. It’s a 
“both/and” kind of season. This paradox is a lot like life. 
Good and bad. Light and dark; often happening at the 
same time.  

One of the great gifts of this time of year for Lutherans is 
that we have beautiful and powerful scripture-soaked 
liturgies to guide us through this time. We've entered 

Lent, a time when we acknowledge the darkness, which is a very real thing in 
this world (and in us, too).  

As we head into Holy Week, we enter the darkest time in our Lord’s life. We 
see His love thrown into high gear in His passion. We see our failure mirrored in 
that of the disciples. And still, we see Jesus’ resolve to do what he came to do: 
to be the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.  

And then on Easter, that glorious day when we celebrate the greatest news the 
world has known: the enemies of sin, death, and the devil have been defeated. 
Jesus’ resurrection means that God’s love is more powerful than death.  

As in years past, we’ll offer the Great Vigil of Easter, a service that takes place 
on Saturday night, April 3, at 11:00 PM. On Easter morning, we’ll hear the 
words of St. Paul who wrote that Jesus’ resurrection makes Him the “first 
fruits,” meaning He sets the pattern of what will come for all believers. We will 
all be raised!  

My prayer is that as the COVID numbers decline and more people are 
vaccinated, we will see more of our brothers and sisters returning to in-person 
services, and what a time to return as we celebrate the life, death, and 
resurrection of our King together.  

In Christ's Service,  

 
 

Pastor Thomas 
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This month’s featured hymn is a masterpiece. Our previous hymns were, too; 
January’s described a minister’s laser-focus on the finish line while he fought 
pastoral exhaustion during a pandemic. February’s was an ancient imagery-rich 
directive to examine ourselves before approaching our sacrificial God.  Now in 
Lent, we look at a hymn that was one of the first to use literary devices to make 
the message of salvation very personal.  

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross was written by a prolific and great hymn 
writer, Isaac Watts (1674-1748). While his training in classical languages would 
have afforded him the opportunity to become an Anglican priest, he chose to be a 
pastor in a “Dissenting” congregation. During his early life, congregational singing 

in England was comprised of metrical Psalms (like “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” – Psalm 100). But the 600 hymns 
Watts authored made the important transition from psalmody to hymnody. Watts’ hymns accomplished new things for 
that time, that we just take for granted today: 

 He wrote complex theology in a format that is ideal for congregational singing. His hymns echoed themes from 
sermons. He wanted his texts to be fully evangelical and freely composed. Simply put, he wanted corporate 
singing to be an expression of our personal faith in Christ. 

 He wrote his texts to fit the popular psalm meters, so any congregation could sing his hymns with tunes they 
knew. At that time a song leader would sing a phrase and the congregation would echo it back. Watts made sure 
to include a complete thought for each phrase, which would teach a theological concept in a fluid and effective 
way. 

 He edited texts based on the Old Testament to reflect the presence of Christ, with the effect of viewing God the 
Father from the perspective of God the Son.  

We can take lessons from Watts’ hymnody to become better writers ourselves. Maybe practice his techniques and use 
of poetic devices to write our own Lenten hymn? Or try it as a Lenten devotion with our kids? Here’s what we can do to 
“Write it like Watts” – 

Capture attention by building a theme in the first line. Say something intensely real about Christ, or describe him in 
detail, or reflect on your response to His love. One line is all it takes. “When I survey the wondrous cross” is personal (I), 
reflective (look/survey), and focused (cross). 

Use a powerful poetic device. When I Survey the Wondrous Cross uses oxymoron (aka paradox, or tension of 
opposites). In the text of the hymn, can you find examples? Gain-loss, contempt-pride, sorrow-love, realm of nature-
too small. Other biblical examples are God-man, Alpha-Omega, virgin-birth, born again, perfected-weakness, wholly-
other. 

Ask a rhetorical question. Like stanza 3 “Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?”  And 
actually, paging through the hymnal as I write right now, I notice this device is used in a lot of hymns for Lent. Is the 
rhetorical question a painfully honest and repentant way to confront the truth of what happened to Jesus? 

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest Friend? (LSB 449) 
O dearest Jesus, what law hast Thou broken? (LSB 439) 
Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree? (LSB 439) 
Why, what hath my Lord done? (LSB 430) 

(And then there’s the opening of Bach’s St. Matthew’s Passion, which is a whole double-chorus, chaotic, frenzied – even 
grieving - stream of questions from the crowd as news of Jesus’ capture breaks…but that’s for a whole different 
newsletter article!!) 

Give a statement that summarizes. In other words, “so what about it?” The last line is strong and climactic; it leaves 
no wiggle room. Put an exclamation on the end. Like “Demands my soul, my life, my all!”  

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross is saturated with theology set to poetry, calling for a personal and emotional 
response, and it functions powerfully in the context of the worship service. Isaac Watts successfully set us free to 
express the fullness of our evangelical faith.  

By Beth Schleusener 



The Easter Vigil         by Pr. Brian Thomas                             
PAGE 3 

One of the pleasures of worshipping liturgically is that we get to enter the stories from the Bible. Past events become 
present enactments in our liturgical calendar. For example, on Christmas Eve we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ as 
though he is being born now, even though His birth was a historical event from the past. We also do this every Sunday 
as we remember the last supper and the death and resurrection of Jesus as though these events are new and present 
to us in the moment. 

But nowhere does this bringing forward the things from the past into 
the present happen so spectacularly and as viscerally as at the Easter 
Vigil. This vigil is an ancient service of the Church that begins in the 
darkness of Holy Saturday, the day before the resurrection of Jesus. 
This ancient liturgy leads you through the events of salvation history: 
creation, the fall, the flood, the promise to Abraham, the exodus, 
God’s promise of a renewed Israel in Isaiah, and the valley of the dry 
bones that are given resurrection life in Ezekiel are all recounted. The 
culmination of this story is the ultimate saving act of God: the death 
and resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ. 

While these stories are read aloud during this liturgy we begin the 
service in the church in the dark—the dark of time before creation 
and the darkness of Christ’s death. We watch as the light of the 
paschal fire representing the pillar of fire that led the people of Israel 
through the desert and symbolizing the light of Christ is lit and burns. 
We watch and hear as the waters of baptism are poured reminding 
us of the flood of Noah and the deliverance through the Red Sea by 
Moses. Finally, the service culminates in a great shout of Alleluia as we proclaim the resurrection of Christ. There is no 
more darkness and the lights are turned on and we sing out proclaiming Christ’s victory. The night ends as we taste 
the Eucharist— the bread of heaven uniting us with our resurrected Lord. 

I encourage you this year to come to the Easter Vigil, enter the story anew, and rejoice that you walk in the light of 
Christ.  

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all! 
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Planned Parenthood Part I – The Real Mission 

Planned Parenthood, the Molech of the modern culture of death, is the offspring of 
Margaret Higgins Sanger, an American birth control activist, writer and nurse. 

Sanger opened the first U.S. birth control clinic in an impoverished section of Brooklyn 
in 1916. Her clinic distributed birth control advice and information, in defiance of the 
Comstock Act of 1873, which prohibited such activities as obscene. She expanded the 
operation in 1921 by founding the American Birth Control League, followed by the 
Birth Control Clinical Research Bureau in 1923. Around this time she also shifted her 
focus from mere birth control to family planning and her organization followed suit, 
morphing into the Planned Parenthood Federation. 

Planned Parenthood claims on its website to have carried on Sanger’s mission, evolving over the years to “face 
different issues in women’s reproductive services as the political and legal environment has changed.” Throughout it 
all they say they have looked for alternatives to help poor women “get needed health services and to manage their 
family size.” Since 1973, chief among those “needed health services” has been abortion. Sadly, but also in keeping 
with Sanger’s mission, a staggering number of those abortions are provided to women of color.  

Planned Parenthood’s Racist Roots 

The charge of racism has been radically diluted of late, but by 
anyone’s standards Margaret Sanger fits the definition. She 
was a proponent of Malthusian population theory who 
advocated eugenics, the science of controlled breeding to 
produce desirable genetic characteristics to improve the 
human population. Of course the tacit flip-side of such a goal is 
the elimination of characteristics deemed undesirable. For 
Sanger the list included hereditary diseases like epilepsy, 
genetic conditions like Down Syndrome and any group she 
deemed inferior.  

Sanger said she wanted government to “apply a stern and rigid 
policy of sterilization and segregation to that grade of the 
population whose progeny is tainted, or whose inheritance is 
such that objectionable traits may be transmitted to offspring.” 
She called for “the gradual suppression, elimination and 
eventual extinction of defective stocks—those human weeds 
which threaten the blooming of the finest flowers of American 
civilization.” Her Britannica.com biographer excuses this by 
saying she merely echoed a popular theory “championed by  
well-known and respected scientists” of her day.  

Maybe so, but last July, Karen Seltzer, the chair of Planned 
Parenthood of Greater New York, announced Sanger’s name 
would be removed from their Manhattan Health Center. Seltzer 
acknowledged it was “both a necessary and overdue step to 
reckon with our legacy and acknowledge Planned Parenthood’s 
contributions to historical reproductive harm within 
communities of color.” One wonders how many committee 
hours went into crafting that little gem of token woke-ism. 

The Harm Goes On 

According to Operation Rescue’s 2020 survey there were 706 
abortion facilities operating in America; 379 (52%) were operated by Planned Parenthood. Of those, 171 were 
surgical/medical abortion facilities, the other 208 were abortion pill facilities. While independently-owned clinics 
cumulatively performed the most abortions, Planned Parenthood was the largest single provider, responsible for 40% 
of all abortions in the U.S. last year. They are working diligently to grow that unholy market share by increasing the 
number of pill dispensing facilities. (They’re also adding troubling ancillary services, which I’ll cover next month.)  

Health Care & Family Planning Services Offered  
by Planned Parenthood 

According to Planned Parenthood’s 2019-20 
annual report, from 2018 to 2019, the 
organization: 

 Served 2.4 million patients 

 Provided 9.8 million services 

 Performed 354,871 abortions, equaling 
96.6% of their pregnancy resolution 
services; prenatal care made up another 
2.3%, miscarriage care 0.6% and adoption 
referral 0.7%  

 Tested and treat 4,960,598 Sexually 
Transmitted Infections, equaling 50% of all 
services offered 

 Offered 2,556,413 contraceptive services 

It’s worth noting that breast care, much touted 
as a vital services Planned Parenthood supplies, 
made up less than 3% of provided services and 
was limited to manual exams and referrals for 
mammograms.  

Planned Parenthood lists dozens of health care 
services on their website, but their own data 
seems to prove that abortion is their core 
business.   

Source: Charlotte Lozier Institute 

By Shannon Carreiro 



PAGE 5 

Can You Find The Greater  
Isaac Window?  

Father Abraham was willing to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, whom he loved on Mount 

Moriah (Gen. 22:1-18). Through his very long life, Abraham had learned to trust in God's 

promise, and Isaac was the child of promise, through whom God was going to bring a 

deliverer. God intervened and Abraham called the place, "The Lord provides."  

Fast forward through the centuries and we find that Jesus is the greater Isaac who walks 

up the mountain of Calvary bearing the wood of the cross to die in our place. On the 

mountain of the Lord, it was, once and for all, provided. And there we find another 

Father who was willing to sacrifice His beloved Son, in spite of having every reason not 

to. But unlike Isaac, this Son was not spared. This is THE Son who passed every test, every 

temptation, and every trial, the One whose faith never faltered, the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world. The Lord provides.  

While that data might not disturb you, perhaps these from a 2017 Life Issues Institute study will: 

 88% of Planned Parenthood’s 25 mega abortion facilities are located within walking distance of black and/or 
Latino neighborhoods  

 49% of all zip codes within fives miles of these facilities had black or Hispanic/Latino populations at least twice 
the size of the national averages 

And these two facts from Operation Rescue should shock you: 

 Since 1973, 20 million of the 62.5 million babies aborted in America were African-American  

 Health data for New York City indicate that more African-American babies are aborted each year than are born 
in that city 

Admittedly, Life Issues Institute and Operation Rescue are pro-life. So let’s conclude with the most recently released 
data from Centers for Disease Control. CDC broke out abortions by race per 1,000 women aged 15-44.  

 Black abortion rate – 25.1% (401 abortions per 1,000 
live births) 

 Hispanic abortion rate – 11.7%  (156 abortions per 
1,000 live births) 

 White abortion rate – 6.6% (109 abortions per 1,000 
live births) 

Draw your own conclusions as to whether health care is 
Planned Parenthood’s real mission.  

In Part II, I’ll shed some light on Planned Parenthood funding, 
their fuzzy math and their ambitious plans for the future. 

The Pro-Life Advocate            

This window was donated in loving memory of her husband’s mother, Pauline Przybylski 
by Mrs. Rose Przybylski. 
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Faces of Grace 

Longtime Grace member Matthew Morgan was married to Kalisha Patterson on January 6, 2021.  Pastor Brian Thomas 
performed the ceremony with a very small gathering.  The photo above right is the  couple with Matthew’s parents, 
Patty and Scott who are also longtime members of Grace.  The couple will be home in Virginia where Matthew is 
currently serving in the Marines Corp. 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

The first of five Lenten Soup Supper this year was held on 2/24 and it drew quite a crowd.  Each Wednesday in Lent 
various homemade soups from our members are served at 5:45 pm. Salad, bread and beverage are also served.  The 
supper is followed by Lenten Vespers in the Sanctuary at 6:30 pm.  Please join us through Wednesday March 24th. 
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Worship Schedule  
Lent 4 

March 14, 2021 
Psalm 107:1-9 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 
Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 

Gospel: John 3:14-21 
 

Lent 5 
March 21, 2021 
Psalm 119:9-16 

Frist Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Second Reading: Hebrews 5:1-10 

Gospel: Mark 10:35-45 
 

Palm Sunday 
March 28, 2021 
Psalm 118:19-29 

Frist Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 

Gospel: Mark 15:1-15 

Holy Thursday 
April 1, 2021 

Psalm 116:12-19 
First Reading: Exodus 24:3-11 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
Gospel: Mark 14:12-26 

 
Good Friday 
April 2, 2021 

Psalm 22 
First Reading: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Second Reading: Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 
Gospel: John 18:1-19:42 

 
Easter Sunday 

April 4, 2021 
Psalm 118:15-29 

First Reading: Isaiah 25:6-9 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Gospel: Mark 16:1-8 



 

The Reverend  
Brian W. Thomas  

brianwthomas@gmail.com 
 

Director of Parish Music 
Beth Schleusener 

bethschleusener@gmail.com 
 

Office Manager  
Gretchen Jordan 

gjordan@gracesandiego.com 
 

Divine Service 
 8:00 am  & 10:30 am 

 

Nursery available 

3967 Park Blvd. 
San Diego, CA 92103 

619.299.2890 
gracesandiego.com 

Birthdays 

Prayers 

It’s easy to donate to GLC 
Scan the QR code below 
with your phone or text a 
dollar amount to 84321 to 
donate. Give through your 
online banking, use your 
giving envelopes or just 
drop your 
donation 
in the 
offering 
plate.   
 

Thank 
you! 

Hearing Assistance is now 
available in our sanctuary. 

Please see 
one of our 
ushers who 
will be happy 
to provide 
you with a 
listening 
device . 

If we missed your birthday email the church office at: gjordan@gracesandiego.com

MARCH 
9- Keira Rall 
14- Lucas Robillard 
19- Kirschten Huntley 
20- Kaia Hill 
30- Bong Hwan Lee 

APRIL 
1-  Bobbi Roberts  
2- Jason Huntley 
6- Kariff Gomez 
9- Tony Fillius 
10- Steve Hollman 

Prayers for Strength 
Victoria, Christy, Walter, Joyce, Dave, Bill, Dennis, Steve, 

First Responders, Police Officers and Firefighters  
 

Prayers awaiting the arrival of a child of God 
Jeremy & Jessika Belgau, Josh & Ashley Mellor 

 

Prayers for our Missionaries  
Rev. James May (Kenya), Daniel Conrad (Central America),  

Rev. Dr. Ron & Mary Anne Rall (Papua New Guinea),  
Rev. Dr. John  & Melinda Bombaro (Latvia)  

 

Prayers for the Military 
William Baker, Andrew Burke, Tajy George, Jack George, Jr.,  
Philip Hawthorne, Dylan Jensen, Jack Ogden, Josh Martin,  

Matthew Morgan, Gavin Robillard, Heath Russert, Linka Schleusener,  
and Holly Schmidt 

 

Prayers for those unable to attend Services 
Lorna Winterstein, Joyce Rochester 

Looking for something important to do ? 

Looking for Something for the whole family ? 
 

     We’ve got the Answer: 

 The Church Clean Up Day 

    Wednesday March 31 

             9 am to 2 pm 
 

Please come and help spruce up the Church for Holy Week.   

We’ll be working in the sanctuary, the courtyard and around the 
church grounds.  No experience needed! 

Snacks and refreshments, too!  


